Abstract
Despite the importance of knowing the communities breeding practices, such information is not available for traditional sheep breed in Selale areas. Besides, breeding objectives and selection criteria were not explained well. The sheep has limited research focused on the breeding objectives and selection criteria (Kosgey et al., 2008) . The breeding practices and the selection criteria or traits, on which the livestock keepers wish to improve and base their selection, have to be understood. Nevertheless, little is known about traditional breeding practices and selection criteria of sheep improvement in Selale area. Thus, this study was essential to assess indigenous sheep breeding practices, selection criteria and identifying trait preference of smallholder farmers in the studied area.
Materials and Methods

Study area
The between May and September and the dry season lasts from October to April. Clay and sandy soils are the major soil types of the zone. In both of the districts agricultural production is characterized by a mixed crop-livestock production system (ZARDO, 2010).
Sampling Procedure
Selection of the study districts and peasant associations were done using multi-stage purposive sampling technique in consultation with zonal and district bureau of agriculture experts. Four Kebeles in Debre Libanos (Wakene, Sone, Dire Jibbo and Tere) and four Kebeles in Wuchale district (Jate, Harkiso, Adere
Gordoma and Gora Keteba) were selected based on their suitability for sheep production, road access and
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willingness of the farmers to participate in the study. A total of 300 households (150 in Debre Libanos and 150 in Wuchale district) were randomly sampled for the interview from within the selected and surrounding Kebeles.
Data Collection
Both primary and secondary data were used in this part of the study. General information of the area, vegetation cover, topography, climatic data and population size were obtained from secondary data from district agricultural and development office. Primary data were collected using prepared semi structured questionnaires on breeding management practices, breeding objectives, individual sheep identification system and age and selection criteria for male and female sheep and purpose of keeping
The questionnaires were pre-tested prior to commencement of interview and necessary rearrangements were made to make sure that farmers easily understand it. Focused group discussions were held with sheep owners, elder farmers, village leaders, socially respected individuals, women, and development agents who are known to have better knowledge on the present and past social and economic status of sheep in the study area, through these discussions information on the sheep management systems and their desirable and undesirable characteristics.
Data Analysis
Qualitative data from individual observation were analyzed following the frequency procedures of SAS version 9.1(2005). Descriptive statistics were employed to summarize and describe categorical variables.
Chi-square or t-test was employed when required to test the independence of categories or to assess the statistical significance. Indices were calculated to provide ranking of selection criteria and the reasons of keeping sheep; and calculated as Index = Sum of (3 for rank 1 + 2 for rank 2 + 1 for rank 3) given for an individual reason divided by the sum of (3 for rank 1 + 2 for rank 2 + 1 for rank 3) for overall reasons.
Results and Discussions
General Household Characteristics
Majority (73.33%) of the total interviewed households were male headed The majority (93.33%) of breeding rams for farmers in Debre Libanos were originated from own flock and 6.67% were purchased from market. Similarly, for Wuchale, about 88.67% of the rams were born in the own flock and 11.33% were purchased from market. On average breeding ram was kept for two years with the range of 1.5 to 3.5 years.
Selection Criteria
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Ranking of selection criteria of farmers and pastoralists for their breeding rams and ewes are presented in Table 2 . In selecting a breeding ram, appearance and/or conformation ranked first for both Debre Libanos Majority of farmers gave more attention for traits like body size, color, and tail shape. All traits are considered as important in both of the districts and given due emphasis in selecting breeding rams. Large body size, red or brown coat color, long and straight tail are the most preferred traits by most of the farmers in both Debre Libanos and Wuchale. Like for males size, color and tail formation were the most highly rated traits in selecting breeding females in both districts (Table 3) . Lambing interval, mothering ability, age at first lambing and twining rate were also considered in selecting breeding female. Breeding programs should be geared towards functional traits top ranked and management practices such as better feeding and health should go in line with genetic improvement programs.
Castration practices
Castration was primarily practiced to avoid unnecessary mating and to improve the fattening potential in both districts. In the study area the aim of castration was to sell at higher price and gaining much profit form fattened sheep. Forty five percent of the farmers in the study area gave more attention to avoid unnecessary mating while 32% of farmers castrate their sheep for fattening. In some cases, farmers in 
Coat color preferences
Preference of farmer for a particular coat color might be associated with socio-cultural practices and market demand. Among the wide range of colors, farmers do have preference only for certain types of colors. Coat colors such as solid red or light brown colors with straight tail conformation were more preferred by both of the communities. In contrast black, mixed, spotted, grey and white were not preferred across the two sites. Black colored animals were less preferred by almost all respondents because of less demand for black sheep in the market. The reported preference for coat color in this particular study is in agreement with the report of Zewdu (2008) in Adiyo Kaka and Horro communities.
Horn preferences
Preference of farmer for a particular horn presence might be associated with socio-cultural practices and market demand. According to the respondents, polled rams were considered incomplete animals and less demand in the communities and market. They assume that polled rams affect the future generation if they are kept in the flock for breeding purpose. According to the respondents there were polled rams in the last fifty years and at present almost no polled breeding ram in both two districts. This might be due to continues selection of horned ram and culling of polled rams.
Conclusion
